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CRUCIAL THINGS YOU
NEED TO KNOW BEFORE
SELF-PUBLISH A
CHILDREN'S BOOK
The difference between self-publishing and
traditional publishing
Self-publishing is a way to publish your manuscript and turn it
into a book. To publish it, you need to work it all by yourself or
hire a professional to help assist you through the process. Selfpublishing has its own advantages and disadvantages that
every author has to take it.
Whereas with traditional publishing, the author needs to find an
agency that works with a publisher and helps the author get
their manuscript published. Through traditional publishing, the
author doesn’t need to face every publishing process on its
own. There will be an editor, illustrator that is already hired by
the publisher to assist you through the process. Also, the author
won’t need to pay any publishing costs because the publishing
costs will be divided between the author and the publisher from
every book that is sold in the market.
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The available formats for self-publishing
The formats that are available for self-publishing are printed
versions (in hardcover or paperback) and digital versions or
eBooks. For the printed version, the cost will vary depending on
how many pages there are in the book, what kind of paper will
be used, and the kind of book cover (paperback/hardcover/
board book). Some publishers provide a publishing service and
provide book distributions through an online marketplace,
bookstores, and directly to readers.

The copyright of the book
Even though you manage to get your book self-published, the
author will have full copyright ownership of that book.
Copyright ownership means that the author can reproduce the
work in books or other forms as their wish and create several
editions of adaptations, translations, and sequels. Also,
copyright ownership means the author has the full rights to sell,
distribute, display, and commercially exploit the work.
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What if I hired an illustrator? Who will hold
the copyright of the illustrations?
Some authors will hire a professional illustrator to turn their
manuscripts into illustrations. In that case, you as the author
will still have the copyrights to commercially exploit the work,
sell and distribute them as a product of a children’s book. You
also able to mention or not to mention who the illustrator on the
front cover. But, what you may not able to do is set your name
as the illustrator of those illustrations.

Distribute and sell a children’s book
This is what you must think of before self-publish your book.
Think about what version you planning to publish and start to
do research for a suitable publisher. Selling children’s books to
Amazon marketplace is still beneficial whether it is printed or an
eBook edition. For distributions, some publishers will provide
publishing and book distributions to brick-and-mortar
bookstores, online platforms, or even directly to readers.
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ADVANTAGES &
DISADVANTAGES OF
SELF-PUBLISHING
ADVANTAGES:
1. Full creative controls
Self-publishing means getting all the work done by yourself, or
if you need help, you could hire a professional to work for you.
There are plenty of professional freelancers that willing to help
you with the work, from doing the illustrations out of your
manuscript, editing the story so you have an improvised
manuscript, or a book designer that helps you design an eyecatching book cover.

2. Faster time to market
Getting everything done is dependent on how the author
manages to finish every publishing process, from writing the
manuscript, getting the manuscript illustrated to get the
printing process done. But, if you manage to get everything
done faster than planned, then you have plenty of time to
strategize on how to market your books. The marketing
strategies can be planning for promotions, book launches,
cover reveals, school visits, book signings, and much more to
consider
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3. Freely to sell it in digital or non-digital
version
Full copyrights of the hard work you’ve spent on a book belong
to you. Even though you’ve hired an illustrator to illustrate the
books, in some cases mentioning the illustrator’s name is
necessary, but you cannot replace it with your name. For some
terms and agreements made by traditional publishing agencies,
they won’t allow your work to be sold on another platform or in
a different format. But if you choose to self-publish a children’s
book, then you can sell your books in different formats on
different platforms as you like, depending on the platform's
rules and agreements.

4. Higher profit than traditional publishing
royalties
For some authors, they choose to self-publish a children’s book
is because they find traditional publishing royalties are too
small, as you still need to divide the income to cover up the
publishing costs. Therefore, self-publishing is a good solution to
this problem because the full income will go into your pocket
without the need to pay them to agencies or other professional
help.
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DISADVANTAGES:
1. Need high upfront budget to get
professional results
Indeed, self-publishing a children’s book takes a lot of time and
money to produce, from spending it on hiring an editor, hiring
an illustrator, publishing costs, and, if necessary, on a marketing
service. But that spending is totally worth the investment in
order to get professional results for your children’s book.
To minimalize the loss of any revenue you possibly make, try to
do research on how much to budget to be able to hire each
professional and the publishing costs for every publisher that
provides a self-publishing service. After doing the research,
carefully calculate all the costs and make plans for some things
that you can cut loose to tighten up your budget.

2. Sometimes it’s difficult to distribute to
bookstores
Planning on selling your children’s books to brick-and-mortar
bookstores? There might be some difficulties to face because
some bookstores have refused to resell a self-publish book that
is distributed and sold within their policies.
There is a good solution to this problem. You can get your books
printed by a publisher that has already agreed to distribute
materials. Some publishers provide their service for book
distributions and have already collaborated with local
bookstores.
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Such as IngramSpark Publishing offers a Print-on-Demand
(POD) service that includes book distributions to where the
purchase has been made.

3. Work alone or need to hire professional help
Self-publish a children’s book means you need to give your full
potential to get everything done. This process can get really
tiring, and you will have to spend a lot of time working on it.
Hiring professional help could you save time and energy in
getting your children’s book published. But remember to choose
wisely before you hire them, for instance, hiring an illustrator.
You need to make sure you have looked at their portfolio,
discussed the illustrations pricing, copyrights, work contracts,
illustration styles, and much more.

S
V
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AVOID THESE 3 COMMON
MISTAKES
1. Follow the hype
Getting inspired and following the hype are two different things.
Getting inspired is when you found an idea from someone else’s
work and have plenty of plans to make it come true. Whereas
following the hype is you tend to follow everything that
everyone is doing without knowing the purpose of it. The
purpose of writing a book is to get your self-satisfaction in
making art from words and also turn those words into beautiful
illustrations according to your imaginations. Turning words into
beautiful illustrations doesn’t necessarily mean you have to
illustrate it yourself. There are plenty of illustrators that will give
great illustrations based on the style you wanted and according
to how you’ve imagined

2. Rush to publish
If you wanted to self-publish your manuscript and turn it into a
children’s book, therefore, you need to plan out what you need
to do step-by-step to get your children’s book published. Make
sure the first step on your plan is research. Research is
anywhere from how old the audiences of your book are, a
publisher that willing to do self-publishing according to your
budget, how will the book distributions go, how to find a book
editor to improvise your story plot, and finding an illustrator that
suitable to illustrate based on the illustration style you want.
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3. Neglect in creating a plan-of-action for
marketing and promotions
Before and while your books are in the process of publishing, it
is best to plan of action for your marketing and promotion
strategies. These marketing plans include on which platform
your children’s book will be sold, planning a book signing on
your book launch as a promotion to readers, and perhaps
advertisement strategies on platforms such as Amazon or
Facebook.
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HOW MUCH DOES IT
COST?
Certainly, self-publishing a book, especially a children’s book,
will need to spend a lot of money and time on getting it finished.
For a children’s book, there’ll be an extra cost for illustrations
based on the story of the book. And the amount of investment
that is needed to put in illustrations is a lot, but it is worth the
investment. Make sure you hire a professional illustrator that
has spent a lot of their time and dedication specializing in
children’s book illustrations.
Here are the average costs to self-publish a children’s book
according to reedsy.com;
Professional editing for story plot,
character development, etc

$300

Professional proofreading

$150-$300

Cover design

$300-$700

Picture book illustrations

$3,000 - $12,000

Book interior design & book formatting

$500

TOTAL

$4,250- $13,800

These are the average costs to hire professional help that will
definitely deliver professional results to your children's book and
worth the expense of investments.
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HAVE A TIGHT BUDGET?
USE KICKSTARTER!
What is Kickstarter?
Kickstarter is a platform that provides its users to raise funding
for a creative project to come to life. The creative projects can
be art, comics, crafts, design, fashion, film & video, music,
photography, publishing, technology, and theater. Every
creative project that goes on the Kickstarter site must be honest
and clearly presented with goals like publishing a book, making
a music album, creating film/videos, etc. Each project is able to
be funded for up to 60 days on-site, and if within 60 days your
project is not fully funded, unfortunately, you won’t receive
those funds.

Create a list
List of all possible expenses that you’ll need to spend to finish
this project, such as publishing costs, illustrations cost, book
cover design, and more. Then total every expense and make
sure every process is counted.

Present well and clear
This is the most important thing you must do so people will back
and fund your project. You must clearly present the idea of your
project, what it is about, how it’ll be done, and also give clear
goals after accomplishing this project.
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Set a deadline
Set a deadline for when the fundraising of your project will be
finished and when your project will be finished. Note the
duration that your project can be funded is max within 60 days;
if your project isn’t able to be fully funded within the duration
you’ve set, the amount of money that has been funded to you
will be gone.

Homepage preview

Project preview
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HIRING A PROFESSIONAL
BOOK EDITOR
When it comes to publishing a book, every author wants the
best results possible. Make sure your book has the best results
from illustrations, book cover, paper quality, and the story plot.
Hiring a professional book editor can help you improvise on
character development, story plot, main conflict, characters arc,
or even help you add in the most efficient words to use.
A traditional publisher will work together with an editor to
rework and revise the manuscript, and as a self-publisher, it’s
advisable you should do the same. It’s highly recommended to
hire a professional content editor, especially those who have the
expertise, extensive experience, and specialize in the same
book genre as yours. Through the help of a professional’s
perspective, they’ll be able to identified plot holes, weak
character developments, and story issues from the manuscript.
You can find a bunch of professional editors at Reedsy.com

Content editor
A content editor will professionally help you fix the story
structures, story plot, easily read, and also character
developments. If you’re writing a non-fictional book, they might
also check the accuracy and pacing.
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Copy editor/line editor
After getting your content edited, the next step that you might
want to do is hiring a copy/line editor for the manuscript. A copy
editor will identify and assist you through the inconsistencies,
spell checks, grammatical errors, awkward sentences, and
overused words or phrases.

Proofreading

The last chance to get your manuscript edited is by hiring a
proofreader. Hire a proofreader who will read through every
single page of your manuscript and making sure that everything
is ready to print. This is the last chance to make sure that there
are no errors that are missed by the previous step.
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HIRING A PROFESSIONAL
ILLUSTRATOR
1. Credibility
The conquest of searching for an illustrator to provide you with
amazing illustrations for your children’s book has begun. Most
important to search for is the illustrator’s credibility in their
works for children’s book. You must ask for their previous
children’s book that they’ve illustrated and how it went in the
market. This is important because you wanted to make sure
you’re paying legitimate and professional help that won’t let you
down.
Just take your time and patiently look through one-by-one into
the illustrator’s portfolio. If you think you find the right one,
start looking for their website or social media to check for
consistency.

2. Consistency
Consistency is the key to achieve something great. This applies
to illustrators as well. Spending more time doing illustrations for
children’s books will develop their skills and experiments on
other styles. Styles are also an important aspect because they’ll
engage readers' interests to purchase and keep reading your
books.
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Therefore, you wanted to see the illustrator’s previous work and
see their credibility and consistency in doing children’s book
illustrations. If you’ve found the credibility and consistency, then
do their illustration styles match your taste and imagination?

3. Style
There are many illustration styles out there, but mostly for
children’s book illustrations, the styles are either whimsical,
cartoon, stylized, sketches or realistic. Different styles will take
different times to finish since the difficulty varies for different
illustration styles. Also, different styles will have different costs
according to the difficulty and how much time will be spent to
finish it.
So, make sure you choose the illustration styles according to the
budget you’re willing to spend on the illustrations. That is why
it is advisable to write down your budgeting plan from the start
until the illustrations process to the marketing process.

Illustration from Peter Pan by Alejandro Mesa
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Illustration
from Barnabe
by Alena Tkach

Illustration from Good Night's Book by Chaos Ego
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Illustration from Super Tahlia by TullipStudio

Illustration from Nobody Loves Me by Liza Tretyakova
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4. Budget & cost
Creating a children’s book is another way to invest your money
through books. Therefore, you must do the budget planning
from the start and decide how your book will be formatted and
how many professionals help you’ll hire to help you finish the
book. The more professional help you hire or, the more printed
books you decided to publish, the more money you need to
spend.
There are various costs to hire an illustrator out there, which
means you can find one that is according to your budget. And
indeed, the cost of illustrators will determine their skills and
styles.
So, if you’ve found the illustrator and before you agree to begin
the illustrations process, you and your hired illustrator need to
make and sign a working contract that will be the guide of this
project.
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BEWARE OF FAKE
ILLUSTRATORS
Lack of communication
Ensure you have everything mentioned in your working
contract, including how the communication will proceed and the
work flow between you and the illustrator. Some unprofessional
illustrators will be hard to contact and will impact late deadlines.
It is best to read their reviews made by other previous authors
who have worked with the illustrator and how they manage to
finish those projects.

Disobey or violated the project contract
The worst-case scenario is that your hired illustrator will disobey
or violate the project contract arranged and agreed upon before
the project is started by you and the illustrator. The most
common violation of the project contract is that the illustrator
will run away with your money. Therefore, it is best to set half
the payment after the illustrations are halfway done. Then,
make the full payment after all illustrations are done.
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Fake illustrations
It is highly recommended to look at the illustrator’s portfolios
before you contact them and discuss further the collaboration
for illustrating a children’s book.
There are still many illustrators that use clip art for children’s
book illustrations. This clip art can easily be downloaded for free
on the internet without you recognized them. But there is an
effective way how to recognize if it is a clip art or not: browse
it on freepik.com, vecteezy.com, and google.com. You can also
ask them to show you the sketch first. Fake illustration usually:
1. Looks too digitally
2. Without sketch preview
3. Low priced (usually between $5-$20 per illustration)

Fake illustration/
Full of clip arts
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Fake illustration/
Full of clip arts

Fake illustration/
Full of clip arts

Fake illustration/
Full of clip arts
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Fake illustration/
Full of clip arts

Fake illustration/
Full of clip arts

Fake illustration/
Full of clip arts
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY
TULLIPSTUDIO
For every illustration created by TullipStudio, we manage to get
them drawn by hand using the pen tab according to the brief
that has been sent by the author, without any clip art.
Everything created from the sketch. Moreover, we are proudly
guaranteed that every illustration is originally made and
professionally presented to the rightful author.

Original illustrations created from sketch by TullipStudio
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Original illustrations created from sketch by TullipStudio
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Original illustrations created from sketch by TullipStudio
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Original illustrations created from sketch by TullipStudio

Free sketch for your project
No need to spend money upfront to feel the amazing experience to
create a children’s book with TullipStudio. We can start the project
without any upfront cost and you will receive free sketches. So you
can decide it wisely to continue or cancel the project anytime.

GET MY FREE SKETCH
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ILLUSTRATION PROCESS
1. Discuss the book format
Book size might be frustrating to think of since the illustrations
might get cropped or the costs are higher than the budget
you’ve planned. Therefore before, beginning the illustration
process, it is best to discuss with your hired illustrator about the
book size you’ve chosen and they’ll illustrate it according to it.
Not every illustrator will provide you with the book formatting
that’ll ease your way to publishing your children’s book.
Therefore, make sure you ask if the illustrator willing to do the
book formatting as well or not.
Printed copies
Even though now we live in a digital world majority of
entertainment came from a monitor screen. But getting a
printed copy of your children’s book is still necessary since
children love to physically touch and feel the texture of papers.
Also, you’re about to publish a children’s book, which means
that the main element of your book is illustrations, and getting
a printed copy would also attract and engaging children to read.
After dealing with all the contracts that the both of you agree
on, now you’re ready to decide on the size of your children’s
book. Book sizing will affect the size of illustrations and also the
printing cost.
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Book sizing will also be based on who your targeted readers are
and what your book is about. Therefore, you must decide the
size of your book before beginning the illustrations phase. Here
are most common book size that is available on market and
commonly used by publishers that indie authors could use as
references;
• 8″ x 10″ (portrait)
• 8.5” x 11" (portrait)
• 8.5” x 8.5” (square)
• 6” x 9” (portrait)
• 10” x 10” (square)
• 8” x 8” (square)
It is highly recommended to use these standard size as it is
accepted by most of printing company such as KDP,
Ingramspark, and Lulu.
eBook copies
But if your budget for publishing a book is not enough for
printed copies, perhaps getting the manuscript to publish on the
eBook version is a good start to save some money to add up the
budget for publishing a printed version. Other than that, the
eBook versions on the market sell cheaper than printed ones
since you won’t need to purchase any physical materials for the
publishing. Also, eBooks will be easier and efficient to carry
around on any device that the readers have.
Want to get your manuscript published in these two formats?
There’s no big problem with it. For publishers such as Amazon
Kindle Direct Publishing (KDP), and IngramSpark Publishing,
will provide book publishing for these two formats.
WWW.TULLIPSTUDIO.COM
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2. Choose the illustration style
At the start, you have discussed the cost for each style provided
by the illustrator, which means you have already come up with
an illustration style for your children’s book afterward. Some
authors will prefer and let the illustrator take the creative
control all to themselves. Then you can ask for revisions
according to how you like in mind. Some illustrators have a
different total of revisions that their client can ask for, so be
wise on using those revisions.

3. Discuss the script details
The next thing you need to discuss in detail with your hired
illustrator is your manuscript that needed to be illustrated. Make
you add the character's expression, the story settings in detail,
the character’s looks, and make sure it is in the correct order.
When you think that you’ve managed all of the above, you can
now ask your illustrator to begin the illustrations.

4. Set the deadline
When everything has been discussed, both of you and the
illustrator need to set the deadline. Normally, a book with 24
pages (10-20 illustrations) will take 2-3 months to complete
everything including the book formatting.

5. Illustration process begins
You still need intense communications with your illustrator to
get your children’s book finish as soon as possible. When the
illustration process begins, your illustrator should do these steps
to get it done according to how you want it.
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Rough Sketches
Some illustrators will firstly provide you with rough sketches
from the first page of your book until the last page. These rough
sketches are from the brief you’ve sent to the illustrator, and
they’ll sketch according to it. From the expression, scene,
layout, etc. After agreeing with the rough sketches from the
start until the last page, the illustrator now will have to do the
proper illustrations.
At TullipStudio, rough sketches will be provided from the first
until the last page and will directly be sent to the author via
email. After the author has been checked with for revisions and
we manage to get the revisions fixed, then it is time to do some
clean-up illustrations and coloring phase.
Clean up and Coloring
Taking from rough sketches to proper illustrations that you’ll see
the character in a great shape, settings with a great view, etc
and those illustrations now should already be in colors. Basically
there are at least four coloring steps: Basic color, shading &
texturing, detailing, and finishing. Usually, coloring phase takes
much longer than sketching. And the phase is one of the crucial
part of a book project.
TullipStudio will have to manage to draw proper illustrations per
page; once the current page is final with the author’s
agreements, we’ll go to the next page and so on until the last
one.
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6. Book formatting
Book formatting is not only about the text, font size, line
spacing, etc. If it just about the fonts, you can do it yourself in
ms. word. Book formatting should include the page design and
layout as well. You can't randomly attach the text to the finished
illustrations. That's why, it is highly recommended to use the
same illustrator team as the book formatter as well.
After the book formatting phase, you should receive a ready-toprint file as well so you can easily upload it to the printing
companies.

Book formatting by TullipStudio
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PRINTING METHODS
Offset printing
Offset printing means getting your book printed in a large amount
of value. The step of offset printing is by printing the contents of
your book on a large sheet of paper, then cutting them into book
shape pieces—lastly, bindery those book shape papers into book
form. Mostly, traditional publishing uses the offset printing method
because it’ll be easier to distribute after having the physical form
of the book, lower cost for each copy printed, and higher quality.
Advantages

Disadvantages

High-quality
production,
especially for full-color books

Need an upfront cost for the
investment; minimum $2000
which
already
includes
printing and shipping costs

Lower cost for each copy
printed

Need to find enough spaces
to place those printed books

Have plenty of copies around
for an express distribution

Need longer time to print
since it’ll print in a large
number of books
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Print on demand
Print-on-demand is printing one book at a time only when it’s
being purchased by a reader. This method is mostly used by selfpublish authors because it saves much on printing costs and saves
plenty of printing time.
Some publishers, like Ingram Spark Publishing, provide a print-ondemand service for self-published authors and also include
shipping directly to readers or bookstores as long as the purchase
is completed.
Advantages

Disadvantages

No need for a large upfront
cost to print the book since
it’ll be printed once an order
is being made

Higher cost per unit than
using an offset printing
method

No need for a lot of space for
book storage

Lack of quality and isn’t as
good as offset printing

Some publishers will easily
help you distribute the book
that has been ordered
directly to the reader or to
the location of the order

Ineffective and inefficient for
books that are suitable to sell
in a large amount of volume
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PRINTING COMPANIES FOR
SELF-PUBLISH AUTHORS
Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing (KDP)
A publishing company created by Amazon and has the world’s
biggest sellers of digital eBooks. Kindle Direct Publishing is a selfpublishing platform that allows indie authors to choose which
format to publish their books (printed books or eBooks).
Because of that, you’ll need to prepare all things on your own,
from book cover design, illustrations, marketing, or even editor if
it’s necessary. Choose carefully if you’ve considered hiring those
professionals for help.
Also, there’s another program under KDP, which is KDP Select.
You have to get your name and children’s book enrolled first then
you’ll be able to sell your books on Amazon exclusively. The
exclusive features of KDP Select for indie authors are they’ll
receive free promotions and Kindle Countdown Deals, but this
program will allow you to sell your books only on Amazon.
Note that Kindle Direct Publishing is a different platform from
Amazon Publishing, even though they both were created by
Amazon.
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KDP website preview

Pricing

Free to upload

Available for

Printed books & eBooks

Distributions
for eBooks

Available on every Amazon’s site.

Distributions
for printed books

Royalties

WWW.TULLIPSTUDIO.COM

You’ll need to enroll in the
‘Expanded Distribution’ program
and fulfill the requirements to get
your books distributed to libraries
and bookstores.
30% if the book’s priced below
$2.99
70% if the book’s priced between
$2.99 and $9.99
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Ingramspark Publishing
IngramSpark is a book publishing company with lots of
distributors from around the globe that allows indie authors to
print and distribute their books and also turn them into an
eBook format.

Ingramspark website preview

Pricing

Available for
Distributions

Royalties

Start from $25/ for one eBook Title,
$49 / for one printed book title, and
$49 for both ebook and printed book
title
Printed books & eBooks
Amazon, Barnes & Nobles, Apple
Books, Kobo, Zola Books, Follett,
Booktopia,
Bookmate,
EBSCO,
24Symbols
IngramSpark provides a
online royalties calculator
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Barnes & Noble
Barnes and Noble Press is a publishing company own by Barnes
and Noble or formerly known as Nook Press. It is a competing
company against Amazon’s KDP. Barnes and Noble Press allows
authors to self-publish their books and turn them into printed
books or ebooks. You can select color printing options, book
finish, printed books trim to size, and more. The promotion on
Barnes and Noble is available if you’ve sold over 500 copies
within 12 years.

Barnes & Noble website preview

Pricing

Free to upload

Available for

Printed books & eBooks

Distributions

Barnes and
websites

Royalties

eBooks royalties rates: 70%
Printed books royalties rates: 55%
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Apple books
Apple Books were founded by Apple Company in 2010, and 2
years later, they claimed to have had 400 million books
downloaded on Apple Books. Like Amazon with its Kindle
Platform, Apple Books has its own platform that is called iBooks.
Apple Books app will only be available to only Apple users and
will allow them to read eBooks and listen to audiobooks in a
single app. If you’re not an Apple user, you can still access it by
downloading iTunes, but it will allow you to listen to
audiobooks, not reading eBooks. Also, Apple Books won’t be
available in any browsers.
The access is very exclusive and segmented to only Apple users,
and that’s also for any authors who are willing to publish
through Apple Books will need an Apple product, whether it’s a
MacBook, iMac, or any other Apple products.

Pricing

Free to upload

Available for

Printed books & eBooks

Distributions

Exclusively for Apple Book users

Royalties

70% for author and 30% for Apple
Books
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ISBN AND BARCODE
When do you need an ISBN?
The author will need an ISBN when they’re ready to make a
publication of a book. The purpose of ISBN is to identify the
bibliography of each book that is published and assigned with
an ISBN. So, the author will need a different ISBN for each
version of their published book. For instance, if the author
publishes one version of the book using a paperback and the
other version using a hardcover, then each book will need one
ISBN registered that tells different descriptions for each one of
the books.
Getting a book assigned with an ISBN will help bookstores,
libraries, and readers to find the book and give detailed
descriptions about the book from the book title, book genre,
synopsis, the publisher, and the author’s name.

What the difference between an ISBN and
Barcode?
For Each ISBN purchased, the barcode can be either include or
not. ISBN is just a product number that assigns to the system
and identifies details of the book. Whereas a barcode is how the
actual number of the ISBN is translated and readable by a
scanner. Barcode can be added some other information besides
details of the book, such as the price of the book where it’ll be
useful for bookstores.
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Must know about ISBN
•
•

ISBN never expires
1 ISBN made for 1 book format/version

•
•
•
•

Easily searchable using ISBN
Useful for readers and bookstores to identify the book
Global standard for book identification
In some countries/regions, book without ISBN will be
charged with higher taxes
If you are looking for the official ISBN Agency in your
jurisdiction, visit https://www.isbn-international.org/
agencies

•

But I’m a self-published author. Do I have to go
through a publisher to purchase an ISBN?
No, you don’t have to go through a publisher to purchase your
own ISBN. In this case, the publisher is the company, group,
organization, or individual who is responsible for initiating the
production of a publication.

I publish my books through a platform that
already provides me with free ISBN. Do I still
need one?
Depends on the terms and conditions that are made by the
platform. For example, every eBook that is published through
Amazon Kindle Publishing will be provided with an ISBN. This
ISBN is available only for eBooks that are sold on the Amazon
market and only for eBook products.
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So, if you’re planning to sell outside of the Amazon marketplace
and wanted to make the book into different versions such as
paperback or hardcover, then you’ll need an ISBN for each
version that is published.

Samples of ISBN and Barcode
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COPYRIGHT AND LICENSE
What is a copyright?
Copyright is an intellectual property that automatically belongs
to someone who has created an original work such as a song,
movie, software, books, etc. Each copyright provides its owner
the rights to reproduce the work in many copies and in a
different form, distribute the copies and financially earn from
each sale that is earned, perform, and/or display the work to
the public.

What does a copyright not protect?
Unfortunately, ideas of your work aren’t protected by copyright
unless it’s has been made. That idea itself cannot be protected
unless you have turned that idea into a children’s book. Facts
cannot be protected either because it’s not an original work.
Title and short phrases because it will be hard to find the
originality requirements. Same as common things that have
been on the public for long, such as words, short phrases, a
name, a color, a list of ingredients, or familiar symbols.
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Why should I register for a copyright if the
protection is automatic?
•
•
•
•
•

Registered copyright claim will be easily identified by public
For some circumstances, before obtaining certain royalties,
every work must have a copyright registered.
Before an infringement suit can be claimed in court, it is
mandatory to have a registered copyright.
For a lawsuit case, registered copyright creates an
assumption that the ownership claim is valid.
Registered copyright will be protected against the illegal
importation copies.

How long does a copyright last?
For every work that has been created after the 1st of January
1978, then the copyright will last for the life of the creator/
author and +70 years after their death. For a joint work created
by more than one person, the copyright will last for the life of
the last surviving joint creator/author and another +70 years
after the last survivor’s death. After that, there will be no
renewal copyright.

International Copyright
The United States government has mutual copyright relations
with 171 countries all over the world. Under these
arrangements, each country will honor the other’s citizen
copyright and will no longer need to re-register in other
countries.
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BOOK DISTRIBUTIONS
Book distributions mean the process of getting your book into
the hands of readers directly from a publisher, retailer, or by
using a distribution service. Also, book distribution is one of the
challenging tasks to do in publishing a children’s book. Since the
internet arrived, book distributions have been easier since most
of the book sales come from an online market. As selfpublishing authors, they will have the same access to online
retail distributions as traditional publishers. This access will no
longer need upfront costs and make self-publish authors sell
their books directly to Amazon, the number 1 retailer of books
in the printed and eBook versions.
But getting it available on the marketplace such as Amazon isn’t
the only way to distribute your books. You can start hosting a
personal website, then get your bookselling through your own
site and manage distributions yourself directly to readers.

Printed book distributions
It’s fairly easy to get distributions for those who choose printon-demand service to get your book printed. Print-on-demand
means your book will only be printed once there’s an order
made by customers and directly shipped to the customers from
any retailers that manage to have your books online. Getting
your book through a print-on-demand service means probably
you won’t be able to see your book sitting on brick-and-mortar
store’s shelves. That’s the weakness of it.
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IngramSpark publishing and Amazon KDP is a good choice of
publishing companies that have large distribution channels and
a recommended print-on-demand companies to choose from.
You can also use and take advantage of both publishing
companies. It is best to use Amazon KDP to distribute your
printed book strictly to Amazon and then use IngramSpark
publishing to distribute outside of the Amazon marketplace,
such as brick-and-mortar bookstores like Barnes & Nobles and
more.

eBook distributions
Once you have the eBook files ready to be published (EPUB
and/or MOBI files), then there are two things you need to
consider, whether you would like to work directly with online
retailers or reach readers through an eBook distribution service?
For each choice you had to make, there’ll be advantages and
disadvantages you will take the risk of.

Source: Reedsy.com
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For instance, if you would like to directly work with online
retailers, you will earn more profits from each book sold, more
control, and more access to marketing/promotion tools. But if
you would like to use an eBook distribution service, you’ll need
to divide some amount of profits made to the distributor in
exchange for administration and management of all your book
titles. Some eBook distributor services are likewise able to reach
those retailers that you cannot, such as the library market, and
may also offer helpful tools to optimize marketing and book
sales.
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MARKETING & ADVERTISING
What is marketing?
Marketing and promotion are two crucial plans that every selfpublished author needs to think of and strategize to optimize book
sales. Marketing and promotion are two different things. Firstly,
marketing contains every process to keep acquiring and keeping
customers purchasing our products. Marketing will need 4 simple
questions to start strategizing, like who your potential customers/
readers are, their interests, how they will be able to reach you,
and how to get them to purchase your products? Simply,
marketing has 4 P’s to think of, which commonly called marketing
mix are Product, Price, Place, and Promotion.
First is the product. Every self-published author needs to think of
how will their products (read: books) be physically look like and
what kind of format your book will be available in, printed and/or
digital in eBook versions. The second is the price. You need details
for calculating the pricing for a book, which means you need to
look back to all the budgets you’ve spent either for hiring
professionals, publishing costs, and other paid services. The third
is place. Where will your books be available?
On either bookstores, online marketplace, or even on your own
website. And finally, promotion. Promotion what message are you
going to potential customers about your products. Promotion
includes advertising your products through platforms such as
Facebook Ads, Amazon Ads that will help you reach more potential
customers with the message.
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What is advertising?
Advertising is the fourth marketing mix and the most crucial
step to take if you wanted to earn high book sales. Basically,
advertising is about how you will manage to get your products
heard and seen by potential buyers of your books. Nowadays,
advertising gets even easier using advertising platforms such as
Amazon Ads or Facebook Ads.
Firstly, you’ll be choosing the range of age groups that is
potentially interested in your product. Secondly, it manages to
pop up your product on the potential buyer’s social media and
suggest your products. Thirdly, you can choose in which
geographical region your product advertisement will appear.
Fourthly, you’ll easily manage how much you will spend on
advertising according to your budget through advertising
platforms such as Facebook Ads. Or, if you don’t want to get
involved in this complicated process, you can just hire a
marketing service that willing to help out with marketing your
books.
Having your book illustrated with TullipStudio, we will have your
children’s book posted on our social media (Instagram and
Facebook), websites, and also Amazon pages. By doing so,
we’re hoping that it will impact your book sales and get you
more engagements.

START A CHILDREN'S BOOK PROJECT
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